DISTRIBUTION  STATEMENT  A 

Approved  for  Public  Release 
Distribution  Unlimited 


JPRS;  2525 
10  I-larch  i960 


DRAFT  PROGRAII  OF  THE  COURSE  'PRINCIPLES  OF  IIARXIST 
ETHICS'  FOR  HIGHER  EDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTIONS 


-  USSR  - 


Photocopies  of  this  report  may  be  purchased  from: 

PHOTODUPLICATION  SERVICE 
LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 
WASHINGTON  25,  D.C. 


U.  S.  JOINT  PUBLICATIONS  RESK^RCH  SERVICE 
205  EAST  42nd  STREET,  SUITE  5OO 
irEW  YORK  17,  N.  Y. 


19990827  131 


Reproduced.  From 
Best  Available  Copy 


JPRS:  2325 


CSO:  5592 


DRAj'Tj  PROGRAI'i  Of  THE  COURSE  ’PRINCIPLES  OP  MRXIST 
ETHICS ’  PbH  HIGHER  EDUCATICNAL  INSTITUTIONS* 

[This  is  an  unsigned  article  in  Voptosy  Pilosofii  (Problems 
of  Philosophy),  No  5,  MOsdov?,  June  1959>  paged  178‘-l85.  ] 

a)  Topics  and  Number  of  Hours 


Topic  I.  Marxist  Ethics  as  a  Science  2  hours 

Topic  II.  Morality  as  a  Form  of  Social  Consciousness  2  hours 

Topic  III.  The  Problem  of  Freedom  and  Necessity  and  the 

Criterion  of  Communist  Morality  2  hours 

Topic  IV.  Communist  Morality:  A  Higher  Stage  in  the 

Moral  Progress  of  Manliind  2  hours 

Topifc  V.  The  Principles  of  Communist  Morality  6  hours 

Topic  VI.  The  Categories  of  Communist  Morality  2  hours 

Topic  VII.  Moral  Qualities  and  Traits  in  the  Character 

of  Fighters  for  Comraunisn  2  hours 

Topic  VIII.  Moral  Traits  of  the  Family  and  Daily  Living 

in  the  Socialist  Society  4  hours 

Topic  IX.  Problems  of  Indoctrinating  Workers  in  the 

Spirit  of  Communist  Morality  6  hours 

Topic  X.  Criticism  of  Conteiig)Orary  Bourgeois 

Philosophical -Ethical  Systems  4  hours 

Total  32  hours 


N.  B.  A  lecture  on  professional  ethics  (medical,  civil 
service,  diplomatic,  theatrical,  sports,  etc.)  be  introduced 
into  the  syllabus  for  the  course,  depending  upon  the  special  work 
being  taken  by  the  students  at  the  higher  educational  institution. 
It  should  follow  the  Topic  VIII  in  the  present  syllabus. 


*The  present  draft  syllabus  for  a  course  on  the  "Principles  of 
Marxist  Ethics"  was  drawn  up  by  a  commission  of  the  Ministry  of 
Higher  Education  USSR  and  the  Institute  of  Philosophy  Acad.  Sci. 

USSR  under  the  direction  of  A.  F.  Shishkin.  The  commission  requests 
that  the  readers  of  this  journal  send  their  comments  on  this  draft 
syllabus  for  purposes  of  its  improvement.  (Ed.) 


1 


b)  Syllabus  for  the  Coofse 

Topic  I.  The  Object  of  Mafxist  Ethics 

Ethics  is  the  study  of  morality.  ThC  fallowing  kfe  the 
basic  questions  with  which  ethics  hak  concerned  throughout 

its  history:  the  problem  of  the  source  Of  morality  (moral  views 
and  feelings,  norms  of  behavior,  categories  of  good  and  evil,  etc.); 
the  criteria  for  ethics;  ethical  responsibility  and  judgment;  the 
means  of  the  moral  education  of  the  individual.  The  place  of 
ethics  in  pre -Marxist  Riilosophical  systems.  The  class  nature  of 
ethics. 

Reflection  of  the  struggle  of  the  two  philosophical  trends 
in  ethical  systems.  The  philosophical-ethical  systems  of  the 
idealists  (Plato,  Keuit);  the  relationship  of  these  systems  to 
religious  moral  doctrines.  Critique  of  religious  moral  doctrines 
and  the  search  of  the  philosophical  materialists  (Epicurus,  Spinoza, 
and  the  French  materialists  l8  th  Century)  for  an  earthly  founda¬ 
tion  for  morality.  Tne  revolutionary-democratic  atliic  of 
Chernyshevyskiy  —  an  outstanding  contribution  to  the  scientific 
treatment  of  problems  of  ethics.  General  shortcoiJiugs  of  pre- 
Marxist  ethics  deriving  from  the  idealist  view  of  history, 

SLstorical  conditions  and  theoretical  prerequisites  for  the 
development  of  the  Ivlarxist  theory  of  morality.  The  materialist 
uiider standing  of  history  as  a  key  to  solving  the  problem  of  the 
origin  and  nature  of  morality,  and  its  role  in  social  life.  The 
revolution  carried  out  by  Ma-rx  and  Engels  in  the  sphere  of  ethics. 

G3ia  development  by  Marx  and  Engel  of  a  rationale  for  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  a  proletarian,  communist  ethic.  Defense  and  development 
of  Marxist  ethics  by  V.  I,  Lenin. 

The  Marxist  ethic  as  a  science  of  the  nature  of  society 
and  the  laws  of  moral  development,  the  laws  governing  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  communist  morality,  its  principles  and  norms,  and  its  role 
in  the  struggle  for  communism. 

The  contemporary  period  of  expanded  communist  building  in 
our  country,  and  the  tasks  of  the  communist  indoctrination  of  the 
workers,  including  moral  indoctrination.  The  significance  of  the 
Marxist  ethic  in  accomplishing  these  tasks.  The  relationship  of 
ethics  to  psychology  and  pedagogy.  Basic  problems  of  the  course 
on  Marxist  ethics. 

Topic  II.  Morality  as  a  Form  of  Social  Consciousness 

Moral  attitudes,  feelings,  views,  norms,  and  rules  of  behavior 
as  a  part  of  the  superstructure  built  on  economic  relations.  The 
origin  of  morality.  Historical  types  of  morality.  1-fe.rxism  on  the 
historical  character  of  moral  ideas  and  concepts  (good  and  evil,  etc.). 
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The  class  nature  of  morality,  ^he  role  of  morality  in  the  dlass 
struggle.  The  basic  features  of  morality  in  particular  occUpatibris , 

The  complex  nature  of'  the  dependence  of  morality  6n  eddnbiiiic 
relations  in  a  class  society^  and  a  crinique  of  the  vt4g&i’  hnlief- 
standing  of  this  dependence)  relative  independence  in  the  development 
of  morality  and  ethical  ideas j  The  adai)tation  of  old  moral  require¬ 
ments  and  traditions  to  new  historical  traditions  *  The  preservation 
of  particular  moral  norms  and  judgements  under  changing  economic 
conditions. 

The  relationship  and  interdependence  between  morality  and 
other  elements  of  the  superstructure.  Politics;  laW;  and  morality, 
and  their  interrelations  under  capitalism  and  socialism,  Art  and 
morality.  Science  and  morality,  Heligion  and  morality.  The 
interest  of  the  exploiter  classes  in  a  religious  sanction  for  their 
class  morality.  Means  of  overcoming  religious  ideas  of  morality  in 
the  consciousness  of  members  of  our  society. 

Topic  III.  The  Problem  of  Freedom  and  Necessity  and  the  Criterion 

of  Communist  Morality 

Marxism  on  freedom  and  necessity  in  history.  Critique  of 
indeterminism  and  fatalism.  Marx  and  Engels  against  replacing  an 
objective  analysis  of  economic  relations  by  a  moralizing  critique 
of  those  relations.  The  objective  analysis  of  social  relations  and 
their  moral  evaluation.  The  criterion  for  the  moral  evaliaation  of 
social  relations.  The  concept  of  justice,  its  concrete-historical 
content  and  role  in  the  class  s!truggle. 

The  determined  nature  of  human  acts  and  behavior,  and  relative 
freedom  of  will;  the  possibility  for  a  free  choice  of  acts  and 
their  correct  evaluation,  Tlie  basic  condition  for  the  free  choice  of 
an  act  --  the  rationale  of  its  necessity.  The  limits  of  free  choice 
under  capitalism. 

Socialism  and  the  flowering  of  human  freadcaa,  based  on  a 
kno\7ledge  of  necessity  and  control  over  it.  The  further  development 
of  freedom  in  the  transition  to  communism.  Communism  as  a  higher 
stage  in  the  development  of  society  and  man,  and  harmony  between 
personal  and  social  interests.  Communisn  as  a  moral  ideal,  and 
the  criterion  of  communist  morality.  The  objectively -moral  nature 
of  acts  which  are  in  harmony  with  the  movement  toward  communism 
and  with  the  struggle  for  cor.miunism. 

The  growing  moral  responsibility  of  hui:min  beings  for  their 
acts  under  conditions  of  socialism  and  the  transition  to  communism. 

The  role  of  actions  and  motives  for  actions  in  the  moral 
evaluation  of  acts.  TLie  necessity  for  a  comprehensive  approach  to 
the  moral  evaluation  of  i..lC  c  •  -The  relationship  between  the  moral 
evaluation  of  an  act  and  other  kinds  of  social  evaluations  (political, 
juridical,  esthetic).  Tlie  role  of  communist  morality  in  the  struggle 
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for  communism* 

Topic  IV.  Communist  Morality:  a  Higher  Stage  in  the  Moral 

Progress  of  Mankind 

Marxism  on  progress  in  the  moral  sphere*  Ihe  contradictions 
hetveen  moral  progress  in  the  history  of  the  class  society.  Engels 
on  the  role  of  morality  in  the  history  of  the  class  society.  The 
popular  masses  as  creators  and  preservers  of  the  best  moral  values 
of  manltind.  The  class  and  general  democratic  content  in  morality 
and  ethical  systems  of  advanced  classes  expressing  the  need  for  social 
development  and  the  interests  of  the  masses.  3he  reactionary 
character  of  the  morality  of  the  obsolete  classes. 

The  superiority  of  proletairan^  communist  morality  over 
bourgeois  morality.  The  class  morality  of  the  proletariat  as  a 
weapon  in  its  struggle  for  the  new  society.  Ihe  objective  condi¬ 
tions  governing  the  development  of  a  proletarian,  coiamunist  morality. 
The  role  of  the  Marxist  Party  in  the  development  of  communist 
morality. 

The  confluence  of  class  elements  and  general  human  elements 
in  the  proletarian,  communist  morality,  and  its  correspondence  to 
the  basic  interests  of  the  peasantry,  the  laborers  of  the  colonies 
and  the  democratic  intelligentsia.  Engels  on  the  truth  of  prole¬ 
tarian  morality.  The  critiq.ua  of  ethical  do@aatism  and  relativism. 

The  development  of  proletarian,  communist  morality  under  socialism 
and  communism.  The  liberation  of  morality  from  class  restrictions 
under  conditions  of  the  final  victory  of  coiHiiuiasm. 

The  great  moral  influence  of  communism  on  the  laboring  masses 
of  all  countries.  Tlio  moral  significance  of  social  movements  for 
peace,  democracy,  and  the  national  independence  of  peoples.  Parti¬ 
cipation  in  such  movements  as  an  index  of  the  developraent  of  feeling 
of  civic  and  moral  responsibility  for  social  progress  in  the  workers 
of  all  countries. 

Topic  V.  The  Principles  of  Coimnunist  Morality 

The  problems  of  the  hamonious  combination  of  personal  and 
social  interests  as  the  basic  problem  of  morality.  Untenability  of 
the  attempt  to  find  a  theoretical  solution  for  this  problem  in  pre- 
Marxist  ethics.  The  ic^ossibility  of  its  practical  solution  in  a 
society  with  class  antagonisms.  Individuals  and  egoism  as  the 
basic  principle  of  human  relation  in  the  bourgeois  society.  The 
anti -humanistic  and  anti-social  nature  of  contemporary  bourgeois 
individualism.  The  apoligia  for  bourgeois  individualism  in  certain 
contemporary  bourgeois  theories  of  ethics.  Formulas  for  restraining 
"extreme  individualism"  while  preserving  capitalism  in  contemporary 
bourgeois  ethics,  and  the  uixtenability  of  such  formulas. 
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Hie  objective  conditioiie  for  the  correct  combination  of 
personal  and  social  interests  under  sooialisin  and  coiamunism^  for 
the  flowering  of  the  huiian  personality,  and  for  the  formation  of  its 
hi,:^!a  moral  qualities  and  integrated  character.  Tne  liarxist-Leninist 
world  view  as  a  theoretical  basis  for  communist  morality. 

Hie  struggle  for  strengthening  and  perfecting  comjnunism,  and 
devotion  to  communism  as  the  general  principle  of  coiiiiiunist  morality. 
The  unity  of  word  and  deed,  conviction  and  acts,  ends  and  means 
in  the  struggle  for  conriunisri.  Intrasigence  tov?ard  enemies  of 
communism  as  an  integral  part  of  the  political  and  moral  conscious¬ 
ness  and  behavior  of  figliters  for  communism. 

Collectivism  —  solidarity  among  workers  in  the  struggle  for 
communism  --  as  the  basic  principle  of  communist  morality  deriving 
from  the  conditions  of  the  struggle  of  the  working  class  for  a  new 
society.  The  manifestation  of  proletarian  solidarity,  and  the 
subordination  of  personal  interests  to  the  common  cause  in  the 
struggle  against  capitalism.  The  principle  of  collectivism  as  an 
expression  of  attitudes  of  socialist  mutual  assistance  and  cooperation 
among  persons  under  socialism.  The  common  interest  of  the  workers 
under  socialism  as  the  interest  of  their  joint  activity.  Conditions 
for  the  correct  combination  of  personal  and  social  interests  under 
socialism,  Application  of  the  principle  of  personal  material 
interest  in  labor  and  indoctrinating  the  masses  in  a  spirit  of 
devotion  to  social  interests.  Objective  prereq,uisites  for  indoctri¬ 
nating  the  collectivist  man  and  the  role  of  the  subjective  factor 
(ideological  influence) ,  Characteristic  features  of  comradeship 
among  persons  in  a  socialist  society.  The  moral  responsibility  of 
the  collectives  for  the  behavior  of  the  individual,  and  the  moral 
responsibility  of  the  individual  for  the  behavior  of  other  members 
of  the  collective.  Vestiges  of  individualism  in  the  consciousness 
and  behavior  of  human  beings,  and  means  of  overcoming  these 
vestiges. 

The  communist  attitude  toward  labor  and  public  property  as 
the  most  iii5»ortant  principle  of  communist  morality.  Progressive 
democratic  thought  of  the  past  on  the  relationship  between  morality 
and  labor  producting  material  commodities.  Marxism  on  the  role  of 
labor  in  transforming  nature  and  man  himself.  Tne  influence  of  the 
'■'school  of  hard  knowks"  of  factory  labor  on  workers  under  capitalism: 
developing  courageous  and  bold  persons  capable  of  combatting 
capitalism.  The  ambiguous  attitude  of  the  worker  toward  labor  in  a 
capitalist  enterprise. 

The  role  of  labor  at  a  socialist  enterjpriae  in  developing 
a  new  attitude  toward  labor  and  toward  public  propei’ty,  and  in 
developing  new  labor  disciplines.  The  ethical  significance  of 
the  new  attitude  toward  labor  --  solicitude  for  social  interests, 
and  respect  for  all  useful  labor.  Development  of  self  knowledge  in 
the  worker  as  a  member.of  the  great  airoy  of  labor  and  a  master  of 
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production.  The  socialist  and  communist  toward  labor  as  a  measure 
of  the  worker's  devotion  to  the  common  cause  of  the  struggle  for 
cormaunism. 

Development  of  the  socialist,  communist  attitude  toward 
labor  in  our  country  —  fhop  communist  subbotaiki  [labor  given 
freely  to  the  state  of  off-days  or  overtime]  to  brigades  of 
communist  labor.  Brigades  of  communist  labor  as  an  embodiement  of 
the  unity  of  labor^  knowledge^  and  morality  typical  of  communism 
and  as  evidence  of  the  gradual  transformation  of  labor  into  a  prime 
Vital  req,uirement.  Means  of  transforming  labor  into  a  vital 
requirement.  The  growing  role  of  moral  stimuli  toward  labor  with 
the  development  of  the  socialist  society. 

Ethical  problems  of  the  labor  collective  (based  on  the 
experience  of  brigades  of  communist  labor).  Means  of  combatting 
unconscientous  attitudes  toward  labor^  public  property^  and 
socialist  labor  discipline. 

Socialist  humanism  as  a  principle  of  the  morality  of  fighters 
for  communism.  Its  correspondence  to  the  new  relations  among  human 
beings  in  the  socialist  society.  Its  direct  connection  with  the 
principle  of  proletarian  socialist  collectivism  and  to  the  new 
attitude  toward  labor. 

Marx  on  the  dependence  of  the  individual '  spiritual  qualities 
upon  the  qualities  of  his  social  relations;  on  tie  dependence  of 
the  development  of  personal  inclinations  and  personal  freedom  on 
the  conditions  of  a  geauiia  collectivism.  Solicitude  for  the  well- 
being  and  development  of  the  individual  in  a  socialist  society. 

Prerequisites  to  the  irell-rounded  and  liamonious  development 
of  the  individual  during  the  period  of  transition  to  communism.  Man 
as  the  highest  value.  TLie  inadmissibility  of  an  indifferent, 
bureaucratic  attitude  toward  man.  Belief  in  man,  love- for  him, 
respect  for  his  dignity,  solicitude  for  his  development,  standaids 
for  his  conduct,  and  the  struggle  against  all  forms  of  human 
enslavement  and  gradation  as  the  basic  features  of  socialist 
humanism.  Increasingly  high  standards  for  the  beliavior  of  man,  for 
his  organizational  qualities,  discipline,  conformity  to  legal  norms 
and  the  norms  of  morality  under  contemporary  conditions.  Traditions 
of  the  past  and  qualitatively  new  features  in  socialist  humanism. 
Critique  of  pseudo-humanistic  doctrines  of  "universal  love, "  "non-  . 
resistance  to  evil,"  etc. 

The  profoundly  humanistic  character  of  the  entire  policy  of 
the  party  and  the  soviet  state,  aimed  at  improving  the  material 
well-being  of  the  workers  and  the  flowering  of  their  cultural  life, 
at  strengthening  peace  and  friendship  among  all  peoples. 

Socialist  internationalism  and  patriotism  as  principles  of 
communist  morality.  The  problem  of  combining  national  sind  inter¬ 
national  interests,  and  its  political  and  moral  significance.  The 
attitude  toward  the  fatherland  under  capitalism  and  socialism.  Love 
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for  the  fatherland,  the  feeling  of  national  honor,  and  loyalty 
to  the  cause  of  the  international  solidarity  of  the  workers  in  the 
struggle  for  socialisa  as  features  of  the  moral  character  of  human 
heings  in  the  socialist  society.  Mutual  assistance  and  solidarity 
among  the  peoples  of  the  socialist  countries,  and  their  disinterested 
aid  to  one  another  ai^  an  emibodiement  of  brotherhood  ainong  peoples.  , 

Bie  attitude  toward  the  socialist  camp  as  a  criterion  of  socialist 
internationalism.  Ihe  great  moral  significance  of  the  Struggle  for 
peace  among  all  peoples.  Indoctrinating  the  workers  in  a  spirit  of 
love  for  the  socialist  fatherland,  in  a  spirit  of  the  most  complete 
national  eq^uality  and  brotherhood,  in  a  spirit  of  fulfilling  their 
i..'.ternational  duties  towaril  the  workers  of  all  coiuitries.  The 
21st  Congress  of  the  GP3U  on  the  international  duty  of  workers  of 
the  USSR. 

Critiq^ue  of  "national  egoism”  and  "private-egotistical  cos¬ 
mopolitanism"  engendered  by  the  bourgeois  society.  Overcoming 
vestiges  of  nationalism  (national  conceit,  arrogance,  enmity  and 
contempt  toward  persons  of  other  nationality,  etc.)  in  human 
consciousness  and  behavior. 

Topic  VI.  Categories  of  Communist  Morality 

Bae  social  content  of  the  categories  of  communist  morality  and 
their  connection  with  its  principles. 

Duty.  Critique  of  the  concept  of  duty  in  pre-Marxist  ethics. 

The  Jifeirxist  ethic  on  the  social  origin  and  social  content  of  duty. 

Duty  toward  comrades  and  duty  toward  the  people  and  mankind.  Duty 
and  conviction.  Duty  and  desire.  Duty  and  discipline.  Inculcating 
a  feeling  of  duty  toward  the  people  in  the  younger  generation.  V. 

I.  Lenin  on  the  duty  of  youth  in  his  speech  to  the  5rd  All-Russian 
Congress  of  the  RlCSi  [Young  Communist  League  of  Russia].  The 
specific  content  of  the  social  duty  of  workers  and  youth  under  the 
temporary  conditions . 

Conscience,  1-Ian's  awareness  and  feeling  of  moral  responsibility 
for  his  behavior,  a  means  of  choosing  and  jxodging  thoughts  and  acts. 
Moral  satisfaction  and  moral  self-criticism  (shame).  Critique  of  the 
abstract  understanding  of  conscience  typical  of  religious  and 
idealist  ethics.  Hie  concrete-historical  (class)  character  of 
conscience.  Conditions  for  the  development  of  the  feeling  of 
conscience  in  a  socialist  society.  The  conscience  of  the  socialist 
man  as  a  feeling  uniting  the  individual  with  the  people,  eind  with 
its  struggle  for  communism.  The  integral  connection  between  the 
sentiment  of  conscience  and  the  sentiment  of  duty.  Conscience  and 
l-ublic  opinion  as  forms  of  the  moral  judgment  of  acts. 

Honor  and  digiiity.  Tne  iDredominant  concepts  of  honor  and 
dignity  in  the  old  society  as  -an  expression  of  individualism. 
Aristocratic  and  bourgeois  concepts  of  homor  and  human  dignity. 
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Religious  and  idealist  mystification  of  honor  ai;!  dignity  in  old 
ethical  systems i  Ihe  sentiment  of  honor  in  tlie  laboring  mass. 
Unfavorable  conditions  for  the  development  of  the  sentiment  of  honor 
and  personal  dignity  in  the  parasitic  society.  Tne  dependence  of 
the  sentiment  of  the  persoiKil  dignity  of  the  proletariat  upon  its 
connection  with  the  collective  of  filters.  Ihe  socialist  attitudes 
toward  labor  and  unquestioning  defense  of  the  fatherland  as  the  basic 
criterion  of  honor  and  human  dignity  under  socialism.  The  integral 
relation  between  the  sentiment  of  honor  and  the  honor  of  the 
collective. •  The  social  recognition  of  personal  merit  as  a  moral 
incentive  toward  new  achievements.  The  struggle  against  individual 
ambition  the  the  pursuit  of  personal  fame  and  manifestations  of 
vestiges  of  individualism. 

Happiness.  !lhe  concept  of  happiness  in  pre-Marxist  ethics. 
Engels'  critique  of  Feuerbach's  "Striving  Toward  Happiness"  as  a 
basis  for  morality.  The  impossibility  of  satisfying  this  striving 
in  the  case  of  an  egotistical  individual.  Critique  of  the  mystical 
religi-aus  interpretation  of  happiness  as  something  dwelling 
within  us  and  above  us.  Relating  personal  happiness  to  the  happiness 
of  the  people.  HappJ-ness  as  the  fullest  application  of  the  indivi¬ 
dual  spiritual  and  physical  powers  in  the  struggle  for  the  common 
cause.  The  flowering  of  the  creative  abilities  of  the  individual  in 
the  common  struggle  for  communism  as  an  index  of  the  happiness  of 
individuals  in  the  socialist  society. 

Topic  VII.  Moral  Qualities  and  Traits  in  the  Character  of  Fighters 

for  Communism 

Mora,l  convictions  and  moral  sentiments;,  and  the  necessity  for 
their  unity  in  behavior.  TSie  moral  qualities  of  man  as  requirements 
of  morality  having  becoiiie  integral  properties  and  sentiments  of  the 
individual.  The  necessity  for  transforming  the  afore;.ientioned  moral 
requirements  (solidarity;  love  of  labor,  love  for  the  fatherland,  duty, 
etc.)  into  moral  qualities  of  individuals  manifested  in  actions  and 
deads.  Critique  of  the  "virtues"  imposed  by  religous  morality  and 
adapted  to  the  task  of  the  spiritual  enslavement  of  the  masses. 

The  socio-humanistic,  democratic  content  of  the  moral  feelings 
and  qualities  of  fighters  for  communism.  Simplicity  and  modesty, 
righteousness  and  honor,  unity  of  words  and  deeds,  and  high  standards 
for  oneself  and  others  as  moral  qualities.  Critique  of  arrogeuice 
conceit,  hypocrisy  and  dishonesty,  as  manifestations  of  individualism. 
Character  traits  inculcated  by  the  socialist  collective;  will, 
reliability,  endurance,  perseverance,  boldness,  and  their  moral 
significance.  The  moral  character  of  the  manliness  inculcated  in 
the  socialist  collective.  Manliness  and  heroism.  Mass  heroism 
in  labor  under  socialism.  Heroism  and  self  sacrifice.  .  Communist 
idealism,  devotion  to  principle,  suid  belief  in  victory,  as  the  origin 
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of  the  moral  sentiments  and  qualities  of  fighters  for  communism  and 
the  basic  factor  in  moral  behavior. 

Topic  VTII.  Moral  Traits  of  the  Family  eind  Daily  Living  in  the 

Socialist  Society 

Society  and  the  personal  life.  The  bourgeois  view  of  the 
personal  life  as  something  separate  and  independent  from  society  — 
as  a  "private  matter. "  The  Marxist  critique  of  this  view.  Tie 
inf3.uence  of  social  relations  on  home  life.  The  unity  of  moral 
requirements  for  social  life  and  home  life.  The  "birthmarks"  of 
old  society  in  homelife  and  their  effect  on  social  life.  The 
necessity  for  combatting  violations  of  the  elementary  rules  of 
society  and  immorality  in  private  life  (drunkedness^  hooliganism^ 
iii^roper  attitudes  toward  woraen^  the  family,  children^  etc.).  The 
role  of  soviet  law  in  coiaiunist  morality,  and  combatting  violations 
of  the  rules  of  society  and  immorality  in  private  life.  The  21st 
Congress  on  the  further  improvement  of  the  living  conditions  of  the 
Morlzers  and  the  tasks  of  educational  work. 

Problems  of  civilized  behavior  in  everyday  dealings  with  other 
people.  Rules  of  civilized  behavior,  and  disaproval  of  manifestations 
of  philistinism  and  cynicism  in  human  relations. 

Friendship  as  the  e:rprGS6ion  of  personal  attaclmient,  and 
personal  inclinations  aiiiong  human  beings  in  labor  a.nd  social 
relations.  Examples  of  friendship  in  the  old  society.  The  indis¬ 
pensability  of  interests  as  social  significeuice  to  a  firm  friendship. 
Unfavorable  conditions  for  friendship  in  the  world  of  private  property 
interests.  Examples  of  friendship  from  the  history  of  the  revolutionary 
movement.  The  friendship  between  Marx  and  Engels  as  a  fine  example 
of  friendship  based  on  serving  the  cause  of  the  working  class. 

Friendship  under  socialism  between  persons  from  different  social 
groups,  of  different  nationalities,  occupations,  and  generations. 

Basic  features  of  friendship  among  soviet  citizens.  Escamples  of 
friendship  among  soviet  citizens  in  literature  and  art.  Friendship 
and  honor  vis-a-vis  the  collective,  and  the  ability  to  subordinate 
personal  matters  to  the  common  cause.  Friendship  and  self-criticism. 
Combatting  vestiges  of  the  old  concept  of  friendship  based  on  an 
opposition  between  the  personal  life  and  socially  significant  tasks. 

Love,  marriage,  and  the  family.  The  subservient  of  woman  in 
the  class  society  and  the  predominant  influence  of  particular 
economic  calculations  of  the  sentiment  of  love  in  marriages  in  the 
ruling  classes.  Marriage  as  a  commercial  transaction  in  the  bour¬ 
geois  milieu,  adultery  and  prostitution  as  ordiimry  supplements  to 
such  a  marriage.  The  influence  of  capitalist  exploitation  on  the 
faaaily  in  a  proletarian  milieu.  Engels  on  the  nature  of  marriage  in 
the  society  of  the  future.  Tae  'socialist  society  and  the  creation 
of  prerequisites  for  a  sound  Kiafriage  (abolishment  of  exploitation 
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and  the  inequality  of  women,  improvement  in  material  well-being, 
admission  of  women  into  production  and  social  activity,  etc.). 

Love  as  a  moral  basis  for  marriage*  Chernyshevskiy  on  the  role  of 
the  emotion  of  love  in  the  life  and  behavior  of  married  couples. 

Lenin's  critique  of  the  bourgeois  standard  of  "free  love.” 
aclaiowledging  no  discipline  or  responsibility  before  society. 

The  necessity  for  self  control  and  self  disciiiline  in  love . 

Fi-iendship,  mutual  solicitude,  and  the  obligations  of  marriage 
partners;  their  obligatio-is  toward  children  and  towai’d  society  in 
the  Soviet  family;  the  obligo.tions  of  children  toi/ard  their  parents. 

Tlie  role  of  the  family  in  educating  the  younger  generation. 

Combatting  manifestations  of  instability  in  faiBily  life.  Hie 
inadmissibility  of  petty  meddling  in  personal  life. 

Topic  IX.  Problems  of  Indoctrinating  the  Workers  in  a  Spirit  of 

Communist  Morality 

Critique  by  the  founders  of  Marxism-Leninism  of  the  nature  and 
methods  of  moral  education  recommended  by  the  old  religous  and 
idealist  (e.  g.,  Kantian)  ethic.  Impossibility  of  moral  education 
by  means  of  moral  "self-improvement"  of  the  individual  in  isolation 
from  society.  Hae  relationship  between  educating  the  workers  and 
their  struggle  for  a  new  society,  and  political  tasks,  Lenin  on  the 
connection  between  politics  and  pedagogy.  Socialism  and  the  education 
of  new  individuals  in  the  process  of  building  a  nev/  society,  in 
everyday  labor,  under  the  ideological  influence  of  the  Marxist 
party.  Means  of  combatting  vestiges  of  capitalism  in  the  human 
consciousness.  Traits  of  the  moral  character  of  soviet  man. 

Moral  education  as  an  integral  part  of  communist  education. 

Its  connection  with  other  aspects  of  communist  education.  The 
significance  of  moral  education  in  the  present  period  of  expanded 
communist  building. 

The  role  of  the  family  and  school  in  moral  education.  The 
importance  of  combining  school  work  with  productive  labor  in  the 
education  of  youth.  Hie  moral  prestige  of  the  collective  and  its 
ro3.e  in  moral  education.  A.  S.  Makarenko  on  the  role  of  the  collective 
in  the  education  of  man.  Hie  education  of  the  individual  and  the 
education  of  the  collective.  The  role  of  public  opinion,  the  force 
of  a  progressive  exaiaple,  criticism,  and  self  criticism.  The 
necessity  for  an  individual  approach  to  man  i:.i  the  process  of  education. 

The  growing  role  of  the  state  in  education.  Goi^ulsion  and 
conviction.  Bringing  orood  masses  of  workers  into  the  struggle  against 
crime  and  manifestations  of  irmjorality. 

, literature  and  art  as  a  powerful  means  of  educating  human 
beings  in  a  spirit  of  commast  morality.  Examples  of  new  men  in 
Soviet  literature. 

Hie  role  of  the  Komsomol  in  the  communist  education  of  youth. 
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Bie  role  of  the  trade  vinions  as  schools  of  communism. 

Hie  Marxist  Party  as  the  intelligence^  conscience,  and  honor 
of  an  era.  Hie  role  of  Mancist  ideas  and  the  heroic  traditions  of 
the  working  class  and  its  Marxist  Party  in  educating  the  workers. 

Hie  statutes  of  the  CPSU  as  a  code  of  party  ethics.  Hie  life  and 
career  of  V.  I,  Lenin  as  a  great  example  of  service  to  the  cause 
of  communism. 

Topic  X.  Critique  of  Conten^orary  Bourgeois  Philosophical -Ethical 

Systems 

The  crisis  in  bourgeois  morality  as  a  manifestation  of  the 
decline  of  bourgeois  society.  Typical  features  of  modern  bourgeois 
ethical  theories:  defense  of  the  stagnation  of  capitalism,  and 
justification  of  the  individualism  and  amorality  of  the  bourgeois 
"person."  Intensification  of  subjectivism  and  relativism  in  con- 
tengiorary  bourgeois  ethics,  and  its  anti-scientific  character. 

Hie  ethic  of  contemporary  Positivism.  Hie  reduction  of  moral 
norms  and  judgements  to  the  expression  of  subjective  feelings, 
emotions,  desires,  and  tastes  of  the  individual.  Refusal  to  ack¬ 
nowledge  an  objective  criterion  for  moral  evaluation.  Hie  subjecti¬ 
vist  criterion  of  moral  judgements  (the  usefulness  or  success  of 
the  subject  in  the  given  situs.tion)  in  the  etliio  of  Pragmatism. 

Subjectivism  and  relativism  in  the  etiiic  of  Eicistentialism. 
Affirmation  of  the  non-deiiendonce  of  "moral  values"  on  economic 
and  social  factors,  and  tlioir  reduction  to  decisions  of  the  individual, 
"freely"  creating  the  .rorld,  himself,  and  moral  values.  Pessimism 
as  a  characteristic  trait  of  the  ethic  of  Existentialism. 

Hie  ethic  of  Pai*sonalism,  and  its  relationship  to  theology. 
Affirmation  of  "the  freedom  of  the  person"  as  a  concealment  of  his 
economic  and  spiritual  oppression  under  capitalism.  Man  as  a  sinful 
being  of  God  and  moral  self  ir^rovement. 

Hie  ethic  of  Neo>-Hiomism  as  a  revival  of  the  medieval  ethic  of 
Thomas  Aquinas  and  its  adaptation  to  the  modern  requirements  of  capital 
and  to  the  purposes  of  the  spiritual  enslavement  of  the  masses. 

Hie  Neo-Hiomists '  claims  to  have  risen  above  the  contradictions  bet¬ 
ween  the  ethical  principles  of  individualism  and  collectivism.  Hie 
demagogic  character  of  the  moral  doctrine  of  the  Keo-Hiomists  and 
its  anti-communist  orientation. 

The  anti -scientific  and  reactionary  character  of  contemporary 
ethical  theories  associated  with  bourgeois  schools  of  sociology. 

Critique  of  contemporary  revisionism  in  the  sphere  of  ethics. 
Attempts  to  reduce  the  Iferxist  philosophy  to  ethical  problems,  and 
the  theory  of  scientific  socialism  to  ethical  socialism.  The  rejec¬ 
tion  of  Marxist  determinism.  The  revisionists'  denial  of  the  class 
character  of  morality  in  the  class  society,  and  the  falsification  of 
the  Marxist  ethic  in  a  spirit  of  abstract  humanism.  Rejection  of 
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the  principles  of  communist  morality  in  favor  of  bourgeois 
individualism  by  means  of  "reconciling"  opposed  ethical  principles. 
Bie  necessity  for  struggling  for  purity  of  the  principles  of  commu¬ 
nist  morality  against  all  varieties  of  revisionism. 
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